
October 31, 198b 
DATE: 

MATTER op: R G I  I n c o r p o r a t e d  

F o u r t h  l o w  b idde r  is n o t  a n  " i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y "  
unde r  GAO B i d  P r o t e s t  Procedures t o  p r o t e s t  
r e d u c t i o n  o f  l o w  b i d  a f t e r  b i d  opening  where 
t h a t  b idder  would n o t  be i n  l i n e  for  award i f  
t h e  p r o t e s t  were s u s t a i n e d .  

R G I  I n c o r p o r a t e d  ( R G I )  p r o t e s t s  award o f  a c o n t r a c t  to  
A i r  Dry C o r p o r a t i o n  of America ( A i r  Dry) and t h e  decision of  
t h e  Defense Logis t ics  Agency ( D L A )  t o  p e r m i t  A i r  Dry t o  
r e d u c e  i t s  b i d  p r i c e  a f t e r  b id  opening  under i n v i t a t i o n  f o r  
b i d s  ( I F B )  N o .  DLA700-84-B-0618 f o r  gage g l o b e  v a l v e s .  

W e  d i s m i s s  t h e  p r o t e s t .  

R G I  contends t h a t  A i r  Dry improper ly  was al lowed t o  - 

lower i t s  b i d  a f t e r  b i d  opening  a l t h o u g h  A i r  Dry was n o t  t h e  
low b i d d e r .  

A t  b i d  opening  American P i p i n g  Accessories Co., Inc .  
(American P i p i n g ) ,  was t h e  l o w  b idde r ,  A i r  Dry was t h i r d  low 
b i d d e r ,  and R G I  submi t t ed  t h e  f o u r t h  low bid.  The IFB con- 
t a i n e d  a n  o p t i o n  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  q u a n t i t i e s .  DLA de te rmined  
t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  q u a n t i t i e s  were needed and,  a f t e r  a 
r e e v a l u a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  o p t i o n  b i d s ,  A i r  Dry became l o w  
b i d d e r  and American P i p i n g  became second low bidder.  R G I  
remained f o u r t h  low bidder .  A i r  Dry o f f e r e d  a r e d u c t i o n  
from i t s  low b id .  

DLA c o n t e n d s  t h a t  R G I  is n o t  an  interested p a r t y  unde r  
o u r  Bid Protest Procedures, 4 C.F.R. .S 2 1 . 1  (19841, s i n c e  
R G I  was f o u r t h  low b i d d e r  and would n o t  be i n  l i n e  f o r  award 
even i f  t h e  p r o t e s t  were sus t a ined .  I f  t h e  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  
a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  reduced b i d  w e r e ' u p h e l d ,  A i r  Dry s t i l l  
would be low bidder  a n d . e n t i t l e d  t o  award on t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  

' o f  ' t h e  basic b id  t o g e t h e r  'with the op. t ion b id .  I f  t h e  
e v a l u a t i o n  were found improper ,  American P i p i n g  would be t h e  
low b i d d e r  and e n t i t l e d  t o  award. N e i t h e r  DLA no r  RGI have 
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  e i t h e r  A i r  Dry o r  American P i p i n g  is other- 
w i s e  i n e l i g i b l e  for  award. T h e r e f o r e ,  R G I  l a c k s  t h e  d i r e c t  
i n t e r e s t  n e c e s s a r y  to  make it a n  interested p a r t y ,  u n d e r  
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our Bid P r o t e s t  
Donald Harris, I n c . ,  B-214124 .2 ,  Mar. 1 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  84-1 C.P.D. 

P r o c e d u r e s ,  and w e  d i s m i s s  the protest. 

ll 2 5 8 .  

l J 7 2 .  d- L 
Harry . Van Clew3 
G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  




